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COMMUNITY PLANNING & REVITALIZATION
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To plan development so as to maintain the historic 
settlement pattern of compact village and urban 
centers separated by rural countryside.  

24 V.S.A. 4302 Goals



VT PLANNING FRAMEWORK



COORDINATED PLANNING



HOUSING GOALS & REQUIREMENTS

Statewide Goal
Intensive residential development should be encouraged primarily in areas 
related to community centers, and strip development along highways should be 
discouraged.

Regional Housing Element
A housing element that identifies the need for housing for all economic groups in 
the region and communities. 

Municipal Housing Element
A housing element that shall include a recommended program for addressing 
low and moderate income persons' housing needs as identified by the regional 
planning commission pursuant to subdivision 4348a(a)(9) of this title. The program 
should account for permitted accessory dwelling units, as defined in subdivision 
4412(1)(E) of this title, which provide affordable housing.

Municipal Bylaw Requirements
(1) Equal treatment of housing and required provisions for affordable housing.
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LOSING GROUND: NEW RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES

2008-2017
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.45 acres
22 units
$1,321,200 
Tax Value

$2,936,000 
Value/acre

.41 acres
1 unit
$189,000 
Tax Value

$460,975

Value/acre

25 acres

4,713,300 
Tax Value

$188,532
Value/acre

My HouseMixed Use Box Stores

MIXED-USE MATH
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WATER
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INFRASRUCTURE COSTS



Schools
$435

Schools
$232

Rural/Suburban
Town Annual Cost, per Household

Walkable D/V Centers
Town Annual Cost, per Household

Sustainable Prosperity 2015 

SPATIAL MATH MATTERS



SPATIAL MATH MATTERS
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.45 acres
22 units
$1,321,200 
Tax Value

$2,9936,000 
Value/acre

.41 acres
1 unit
$189,000 
Tax Value

$460,975

Value/acre

25 acres

4,713,300 
Tax Value

$188,532
Value/acre

My HouseMixed Use Box Stores

MULTI-UNIT RESIDENTIAL MATH

Multi-Unit
Dwelling

.77 acres
56 units
$6,235,800
Tax Value

$8,098,441 
Value/acre



MISSING MIDDLE HOUSING

The New, 
Old Way

Duplexes
Triplexes
Fourplexes
Cottage Cluster
Townhouses
Multiplex
Live/Work
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What’s the biggest little change you can 
make to improve smart housing access 

and affordability in your community?



CONNECTING THE DOTS

Subscribe to Strong Communities Quarterly

Designation
Tax Incentives/Credits
Regulatory Incentives
Granting Prioritization

Funding
Municipal Planning Grants
Bylaw Modernization Grants

Resources
Municipal Planning Manual
Enabling Better Places Guide

https://vermont.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=15aa77878d819d6983e8682d1&id=199e77590f


ENABLING BETTER PLACES ZONING GUIDE

https://accd.vermont.gov/content/zoning-for-great-neighborhoods


• Flexible planning & 
implementation funding for 
30+ years

• $450,000 to award 
• Deadline to apply is Nov. 1
• Regionally allocated
• Max. grant amounts: 
• $22,000 for one town
• $35,000 for multi-town 
• 10% local cash match
• 18 months to complete
• More information on ACCD’s 

website.

FUNDING ASSISTANCE



FUNDING ASSISTANCE

• Special one-time funding for 
bylaw updates to expand 
opportunity & choice of 
homes available in and 
around Vermont’s centers.

• $500,000 to award 
• Deadline to apply is Nov. 15
• Max. grant amounts: 
• $25,000 for one town
• $60,000 for multi-town 
• 10% local cash match, 

forgivable upon adoption
• 24 months to complete
• More information on ACCD’s 

website.



THANK YOU
Jacob.Hemmerick@vermont.gov

802.828.5249



SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCE 
SLIDES
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“Smart growth principles" means growth that:

(A) Maintains the historic development pattern of compact village and urban centers separated 
by rural countryside.

(B) Develops compact mixed-use centers at a scale appropriate for the community and the 
region.

(C) Enables choice in modes of transportation.

(D) Protects the State's important environmental, natural, and historic features, including natural 
areas, water quality, scenic resources, and historic sites and districts.

(E) Serves to strengthen agricultural and forest industries and minimizes conflicts of 
development with these industries.

(F) Balances growth with the availability of economic and efficient public utilities and services.

(G) Supports a diversity of viable businesses in downtowns and villages.

(H) Provides for housing that meets the needs of a diversity of social and income groups in 
each community.

(I) Reflects a settlement pattern that, at full build-out, is not characterized by:

(i) scattered development located outside compact urban and village centers that is 
excessively land consumptive;

(ii) development that limits transportation options, especially for pedestrians;

(iii) the fragmentation of farmland and forestland;

(iv) development that is not serviced by municipal infrastructure or that requires the 
extension of municipal infrastructure across undeveloped lands in a manner that would 
extend service to lands located outside compact village and urban centers;

(v) linear development along well-traveled roads and highways that lacks depth, as 
measured from the highway.
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